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The Umbrellas shows a street in
Paris. It is famous because there are
two different methods of painting
used - impressionism and classical
linear style. Renoir started this
painting in 1881, when he used fast
brushwork and vibrant shades of
Impressionism. He finished it in
1885, when he drew inspiration
from classical art with muted
colors. The main female figure on
the left is painted in classical style.

The older sister in this painting is
jeanne Darlot, an actress. The
younger sister is unknown. The
location of this paiting was inspired
by the restaurant Maison Fournaise.
It is on an island in the Seine in
Chatou, west of Paris. This
restaurant also inspired another
painting - Luncheon of the Boating
Party.

The model for this painting was
Henriette Henriot, an actress at the
Odeon Theatre. Initially, when the
painting was exhibited at the first
Impressionist exhibition in 1874,
critics viewed it as a failure. They
said the woman's shoe resembles a
black mouse. Now, this is one of
Renoir's most famous paintings. The
painting is now at the National
Museum of Wales.
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Madame Georges Charpentier et ses
enfants
This painting depicts two of Renoir's
friends - Suzanne Valadon and
Paul Auguste Llhote. This painting
was one of the first pieces when
Renoir reverted back to a more
classical style of painting. It is is
part of a set of three paintings that
was commissioned by Paul DurandRuel, a supporter of Renoir. Now,
the paiting is an attraction at the
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.

This painting was the main exhibit
at the first impressionist exhibition
in April 1874. The painting shows
a couple in the theater. There is an
element of mystery in the painting.
The woman's opera glasses are
lowered, but the man behind her is
less clear and has raised his
binoculars.

Renoir often painted women playing
piano. Renoir created this painting
when he was invited by the French
government to paint something for
the Musee du Luxembourg. Renoir
worked on the composition for this
painting on five canvases.
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Luncheon of the Boating Party
This is one of Renoir's most famuous
paintings. It is known for its use of
light, balance, and use of rich
colors. This painting portrays
Renoir's friends on a balcony along
the River Seine. One of the women
portrayed is Renoir's then future
wife, Aline Charigot, and
impressionist painter Gustave
Caillebotte.

Dance at Le moulin de la Galette
Bal du moulin de la Galette

This painting portrays a typical
Sunday afternoon at Moulin de la
Galette in 19th Century Paris. In
this painting, Renoir linked
collective portrait, still life, and
landscape painting all in one piece.
His use of light and fluidity of
brushstrokes is typical of
impressionist painting.
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